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Kensington Community Primary School Therapy Dog Policy
Kensington Community Primary School has identified a growing need for additional therapies to be introduced to school to support the mental health and well-being of the children that attend. Following thorough investigation and research into the benefits of therapy dogs and the impact upon children the Governors decided to agree for a therapy dog to be introduced to school.
Children can benefit educationally and emotionally, increase their understanding of responsibility and develop empathy and nurturing skills through contact with a dog. In addition to these benefits, children take great enjoyment from interaction with a dog. 
Dogs are not allowed anywhere on the school site at any time unless specifically authorised by the Head Teacher. This includes drop off and collection times. This policy outlines measures put in place to allow the school dog to be present. 
Kensington Community Primary School has introduced to the school a dog called Beau. Beau is a cross breed Labrador Retriever and Moyen Poodle, making her a F1 Labradoodle. She was born on 15th December 2020. She is owned by Kitty Davies (Headteacher) and is in school for the purpose of working as a ‘Pets as Therapy Dog’ (PAT Dog) and ‘Reading School Dog’.”
Beau lives with Kitty Davies (Headteacher). She has being trained by Kitty Davies and Janine Hanlon under the guidance and supervision of  David Skeels of “Hope Valley Hounds” who previously worked for “Dogs Helping Kids
To become a ‘PAT Dog’ Beau has undertaken in depth positive reinforcement training and will be rigorously assessed through ‘Hope Valley Hounds’ to clarify that she has an impeccable temperament and is competent and safe to work in the school environment. 
Beau’s training was measured against the standards laid out by the Kennel Club (Bark and Read programme) and also the standards required by members of Animal Assisted Intervention International (AAII) 
To be in school during her initial introductory puppy phase Beau needed:
12-week vaccination
Complete vet check record
Ensure all staff promote staying safe around dogs 
All appropriate signage is in place
Full and comprehensive risk assessment in place.
The school to be aware of the children and staff members who are afraid or have a phobia of dogs.
Public liability insurance to be in place.
The school dog must be under the supervision of Kitty Davies or other named staff (see risk assessment) at all times. No treats should be given to the dog without the express permission of the owner. Beau will be toilet trained and will have a specific area marked out in school(by the gate in the car park)
Water must be provided for the school dog at all times and in all areas that she is working. For the health and welfare of the dog she must be allowed the opportunity to drink at will.  
A comfortable, quiet area must be provided for the dog when she is in school office / Headteacher office and a familiar ‘settle blanket’ to be available in all areas that she is working.
Allergies:
Parents have been informed of the inclusion of Beau within the school environment and have been asked to inform the school of any known allergies. The school will keep a record of all pupils and staff with allergies – with all teaching staff informed. 
Children with allergies will be able to opt out of any interaction with the school dog.
Children will be taught to wash their hands after active participation with Beau.
Beau will be groomed on a regular basis to decrease the levels of coat allergens and the shedding of hair as well as removing saliva from the coat.
Beau will not come into school if she is unwell and Kitty Davies will inform the school if this occurs.
Beau initially came to school but had no direct contact with children until she had under gone her full training. Children and staff have been informed of how they must behave when Beau is in school. 
While  Beau was being trained children and staff followed the rules that were set out,  including no direct contact with her unless permission was sought first.  Once that training was completed Beau works with individuals and is moving on to small groups. A clear timetable will be developed for Beau to ensure that there is plenty of time for rest between working.
Beau’s welfare is paramount and will be considered at all times.
The introduction phase followed advice and support provided by ‘Hope Valley Hounds with the owner David Skeels available for support on a 24/7 basis.
Roles and Responsibilities 
The Governing Body has a responsibility to ensure that the school has a written policy for dogs in School. 

The Head teacher is responsible for implementing this policy.

Teachers, staff, pupils, parents and visitors are required to abide by this policy. 

The curriculum will support learning about dogs and how best to behave around our dog. This will include highlighting that not all dogs are well trained and that caution must be used around unknown dogs outside school. 
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