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1. Aims 
This policy aims to ensure: 
· That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life 
· Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind 
· A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers
· Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice 

2. Legislation 
This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

3. Structure of the EYFS 
At Kensington Primary School we have an early years setting with children attending from age 3 to 5 years in our nursery and reception classes. Children start school in our nursery group after their third birthday. Nursery children can attend 5 mornings or 5 afternoons and we also offer eight 30-hour places for eligible families. We have three Reception classes with up to 25 children in each class. The children are taught and have access to continuous provision in their classroom and come together as unit during ‘Planning Time’. This is when all the EYFS children explore both indoor and outdoor provision together as well as having access to snack. 

4. Curriculum 
Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the latest version of the EYFS statutory framework that applies from September 2021. 
The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 
The prime areas are: 
· Communication and language 
· Physical development 
· Personal, social and emotional development 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 
· Literacy
· Mathematics 
· Understanding the world 
· Expressive arts and design 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
At Kensington we uphold the view that learning is underpinned by the characteristics of effective learning. In planning and guiding children’s activities, practitioners must reflect on the different ways that children learn and reflect these in their practice. 
The 3 characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:
· playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
· active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; and
· creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 
All of these areas interlink throughout the curriculum and adults make the most of opportunities to interact with children to develop their playing, thinking and learning. Adults also recognise that there are times when they need to take a step back to enable children to think critically and solve a problem by trial and error or perseverance. 
The characteristics of effective learning also link into Kensington’s vision of holistic education that is reinforced by the IB learner profile. This puts the child at the centre of everything we do and helps the children at Kensington go beyond academic outcomes and prepares them to become 21st century citizens.
“The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.”- (ibo.org)
Early Language, Reading and Mathematics 
At Kensington Primary School, we provide a language-rich environment in which high quality talk is valued. All staff model good communication skills in their interactions with pupils and each other. For early phonics teaching, the school follows the Monster Phonics scheme to ensure that we are effective in teaching children to be successful early readers. Home reading materials ensure that the children are given reading books that reflect their phonic knowledge. Kensington also places an importance on the development of early comprehension skills; in line with the EUFS Framework to ensure that children are able, to comprehend what they read and listen to. This sits alongside the development of children’s speaking, listening and language skills which are crucial for developing children’s comprehension and vocabulary, with a specific focus on closing the vocabulary gap for children starting school with less experience of a language rich environment. Adults also strive to promote a love of reading though daily story time and carefully chosen books within the learning environment. Teachers closely monitor children’s progress in reading through 1:1 reading and regular phonics assessments in order that teaching can be adapted to address gaps in learning promptly. 
In line with the Writing Framework we recognise the importance of teaching handwriting and spelling (transcription) from reception as it is crucial to ensure that these skills become automatic for children. We believe that the reception year builds the foundations that support pupils’ writing throughout primary school and underpin their future success. As a school we have adopted to develop the children`s writing using drawing club.
Maths is taught through a range of experiences including counting as part of the daily routine; discreet teaching with follow up group activities and play based opportunities and experiences through the learning environment. We recognise that Maths can take place in any environment and we promote the use of learning maths skills through play-based opportunities. As with phonics, children experiencing any difficulties are identified early and support measures are put into place. Teachers target specific questions at individuals in whole class teaching, extending the children’s understanding, allowing key mathematical concepts to be revisited and developed across the year.
4.1 Planning 
Staff plan activities and experiences for children that enable children to develop and learn effectively. Teachers and teaching assistants meet weekly as a team for planning meetings. This allows staff to share the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable lessons and provision. Where a child may have a special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate. In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff reflect on the different ways that children learn and include these in their practice. 

4.2 Teaching 
Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction. 
As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1. 

5. Assessment 
At Kensington Primary ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations are used to shape future planning. Staff also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers. ‘Evidence me’ is used to capture and evidence each child’s learning. Observations of individual children are taken weekly and shared with the parents/carers every half term. 
Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA). 
At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:
· Meeting expected levels of development 
· Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 
The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child. 
The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority. 

6. Working with parents 
We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between staff and parents and/or carers. 
Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development. ‘Evidence me’ observations and the EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities. We aim to ensure parents feel secure in the knowledge that their child is well cared for and happy at school. We welcome parents regularly into school for our ‘stay and play’ sessions, termly parent evenings and Monster club. Monster club is a fun way in which parents learn alongside their children through fun workshops with the focus of ways parents and carers can support learning at home.  We recognise that parents and carers are the first educators in children’s lives and value contributions to judgements about children’s development. We use this information to support our assessments and share information about what children need to do next to develop and thrive. 

7. Safeguarding and welfare procedures 
We promote good oral health, as well as good health in general, in the early years by talking to children and families about: 
· The effects of eating too many sweet things 
· The importance of brushing your teeth 
We also use ‘Dental Buddy’ from the Oral Health Foundation to provide us with a range of teaching resources. 

Caring for young children often includes attending to and meeting their personal care needs. When doing so, all children should be treated with care, respect and dignity. Practitioners ensure that children`s privacy and dignity are respected whilst adhering to safeguarding practices during toileting and nappy changing. 

Whilst children are eating there should always be a member of staff in the room with a valid paediatric first aid certificate. Before a child is admitted to the setting the provider must obtain information about any special dietary requirements, preferences, food allergies and intolerances that the child has, and any special health requirements. This information must be shared by the provider with all staff involved in the preparing and handling of food. Practitioners must have ongoing discussions with parents and/or carers and, where appropriate, health professionals to develop allergy action plans for managing any known allergies and intolerances. All staff are aware of the symptoms and treatments for allergies and anaphylaxis, the differences between allergies and intolerances and that children can develop allergies at any time. 

Children must always be within sight and hearing of a member of staff whilst eating. Choking can be completely silent therefore, it is important for practitioners to be alert to when a child may be starting to choke. When a child experiences a choking incident that requires intervention, A record detailing where and how the child choked and ensure parents and/or carers are made aware. The records should be reviewed periodically to identify if there are trends or common features of incidents that could be addressed to reduce the risk of choking. Appropriate action should be taken to address any identified concerns.

Appendix 1. List of statutory policies and procedures for the EYFS 
	Statutory policy or procedure for the EYFS 
	Where can it be found? 

	Safeguarding policy and procedures 
	See child protection and safeguarding policy 

	Procedure for responding to illness 
	See health and safety policy 

	Administering medicines policy 
	See supporting pupils with medical conditions policy 

	Emergency evacuation procedure 
	See health and safety policy 

	Procedure for checking the identity of visitors 
	See child protection and safeguarding policy 

	Procedures for a parent failing to collect a child and for missing children 
	See child protection and safeguarding policy 

	Procedure for dealing with concerns and complaints 
	See complaints policy 
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