
 

 

Year 3 Reading Spine - Kensington Community Primary School 
 

Quality Read 
aloud texts 

 Autumn 1   Autumn 2   Spring 1   Spring 2   Summer 1   Summer 2  

 
Read to Write 

 

Iron Man  
Ted Hughes 

 

 Fox 
Marget Wilde 

 

 The Rhythm of the Rain 
Grahame Baker Smith 

 
 

 

 Jemmy Button 
Alix Barzelay 

 
 

 Egyptology 
Dugald Steer 

 
 

 Into the Forest 
Anthony Browne 

 

  

Similar Themes: Space 
Science Fiction 

 Fables 
 

           Diaries/ 
      Journal 
 

    Fairy Tales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wider reading 
linked to Read to 

Write book themes 
 

Fiction: 
 
The Tin Forest – Helen 
Ward and Wayne 
Anderson 
 
The Wild Robot – Peter 
Brown 
 
The Wild Robot Escapes – 
Peter Brown 
 
The Run Away Robot – 
Frank Cottrill-Boyce 
 
 
 
 
Non-Fiction: 
 
Usborne Looks Inside: 
Space  
 

 Fiction: 
 
Charlotte’s Web - E. B. 
White 
 
Lost and Found - Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
A Friend Like You - 
Andrea Schomburg 
 
The Lion Inside - Rachel 
Bright 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Fiction: 
 
Amazing Foxes! - Nancy 
Williams  
 

 Fiction: 
 
Journey to the River Sea - 
Eva Ibbotson 
 
Wind in the willows - 
Kenneth Grahame  
 
Once Upon a Rain drop - 
James Carter 
 
Why Water’s worth it -Lori 
Harrison  
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Fiction:  

 
Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes - Kathy 
Furgang 

 Fiction: 

 
The Tunnel - 
Anthony Browne  
 
The Very Angry 
Ladybug - Eric Carle 
 
Mr Grumpy’s Outing 
- John Burmingham  
 
Feathers - Phil 
Cummings 

 
 

Non-Fiction: 
 

What Mr Darwin 
Saw - Mick Manning 

 Fiction: 
 
Cinderella of the Nile - 
Marjan Vafaeian 
 
The Secrets of 
Tutankhamun: Egypt's Boy 
King and His Incredible 
Tomb – Patricia 
Cleveland-Peck 
 
Marcy and the Riddle of 
the Sphinx – Joe Todd 
Stanton 
 
 
 
 
Non-Fiction: 

 
So You Think You've Got 
It Bad? A Kid's Life in 

 Fiction: 
 
The Wolf's Story: What Really 
Happened to Little Red Riding 
Hood - Toby Forward and Izhar 
Cohen 
 
Three Little Wolves and The 
Big Bad Pig - Eugene Trivizas 
and Helen Oxenbury 
 
Wolfie's Secret - Nicola Senior 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Fiction: 

 
The Lost Words - Robert 
Macfarlane and Jackie Morris 
 



 

 

Galaxy of her Own: 
Amazing Stories of 
Women in Space -  L 
Jackson 
 

DK: Meet the machines 
of the future 
 
The skies above my 
eyes by C. Guillian & Y. 
Zommer 

All About Foxes 
 
Magpies - National 
Geographic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Natural Wonders of the 
World - Molly Oldfield and 
Federica Bordoni 
 
Rivers, Where on earth? - 
Susie Brookes 

 
The Voyage of the 
Beagle - Charles 
Darwin 
 
Antarctica - Karen 

Romano Young 

The Boy in the Post - 

Holly Rivers 

 
  
 
 

Ancient Egypt – Chae 
Strathie 
 
The Legend of 
Tutankhamun - 
Sally Jane Morgan and 
James Weston Lewis 
 
Ancient Egypt: Tales of 
Gods and Pharaohs – 
Marcia Williams 
 
 

Look and Find in the Forest - 
Gareth Lucas 
 
The Book of Trees - Piotr 
Socha and Wojciech 
Grajkowski 
 
 

Poetry:  
 

The Sea by James 
Reeves 
 
The Iron Wolf – Ted 
Hughes 
 
What is the Truth? - 
Ted Hughes 

Poetry:  
 
I am - Read to Write  
 
Are they Crafty? - A. L. 
Vanderwater  
 
First Fox - Pamela Gillian  
 
 
 

 Poetry:  
 
Like a Waterfall - M. 
Asim Nehal  
 
The Waterfall - Mary 
Oliver 
 
The River Journey - 
Maire Andrew 

Poetry:  
 
Apple Tree – George Szirtes 
 
 
Eastbourne – Joseph 
Coelho from Overheard in a 
towerblock  
 
Hope – Nicola Davies from 
Choose Love 

 Poetry: 
 
Plowing and Sowing 
 
Reaping 
 
Threshing 
 
Poems translated from 
hieroglyphics available at 
Ancient Egyptian Poetry 
– The National Museum 
of Language 
(languagemuseum.org) 

Poetry:  
 
National Trust: I Am the Seed That 
Grew the Tree: A Nature Poem for 
Every Day of the Year - Fiona 
Waters and Frann Preston- 
Gannon 
 
 

 
 

Author focus  

Roald Dahl 

-  Pupil Voice 

- Non-Linear Time Sequences (alternative / 
modern day fairy-tales) 

 

  Adam Blade  

-       pre-curriculum exposure - in y4 children 
write myth narratives. 

- Beast Quest: Luna the Moon Wolf 
- Beast Quest: Tagus -  The Horse Man 
- Beast Quest: Zepha the Monster Squid 

 Ava Ibbotson 
- Resistant texts 

 
- Journey to the River Sea 
- A Song for Summer 
- The Star of Kazan 
 

https://languagemuseum.org/exhibits/the-power-of-poetry-exhibit/poetry-from-egypt/ancient-egyptian-poetry/
https://languagemuseum.org/exhibits/the-power-of-poetry-exhibit/poetry-from-egypt/ancient-egyptian-poetry/
https://languagemuseum.org/exhibits/the-power-of-poetry-exhibit/poetry-from-egypt/ancient-egyptian-poetry/
https://languagemuseum.org/exhibits/the-power-of-poetry-exhibit/poetry-from-egypt/ancient-egyptian-poetry/


 

 

-The Fantastic Mr Fox 
- The Magic Finger  
- The Twits 
- The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RM5 extracts 

  
Show cross 

curricular/topic/ 
theme links  

  
I’m Riding on a Giant 
- David Whitehead 
 
Mrs Twit gets a 
Stretching - Roald 
Dahl 
 
Marvellous Muscles 

  
Forces in Action - 
Roberts Coulson 
 
Mr Gum and the 
biscuit Billionaire - 
Andy Stanton 
 
 
 
 

  
More Hindu Stories - 
Opening Worlds 
extract 
 
Ferno the Dragon - 
Adam Blade  
 
 
 
 

  
There’s a fire in the 
forest - W.W.E Ross 
 
The City and Back: 
Extract from Jemmy 
Button  

  
The Story of Icarus 
 
Dragon Song -Twinkl 
Originals 
 
The Tales of Peter 
Rabbit - Beatrix 
Potter 
 
 
 

  
Refugee Week (Non-
Fiction) 
 
Healthy Eating (PSHE 
Link) - Twinkl Originals 

 
Diversity books  

Links 
 

Ruby Bridges (Black 
History Month) 
 
Aretha Franklin 
(Black History Month) 
 
 
 
 

 The Force that is 
Friendship - Katie 
Prescott (Anti-
Bullying Week)  
 
 

 Inspiring Change 
(Safer Internet Day) 
 
Making my Voice 
Heard (Children’s 
Mental Health Week) 

 Arabic Quilt: An 
Immigrant Story - 
Aya Kalil 
 
 

 
 

 Tales from Africa - 
Kathleen Arnott 

 Refugee Week (Non-
Fiction) 



 

 

Reading for 
Pleasure – 

Recommended 
Texts  

 
 

          
The full list of recommended reads can be found by following this link:  
https://cdn.schoolimprovementliverpool.co.uk/userfiles/files/free%20primary%20resources/SIL%20Y3%20and%204%20Recommended%20Reading%20List.pd
f  

 

 

 
 

  

https://cdn.schoolimprovementliverpool.co.uk/userfiles/files/free%20primary%20resources/SIL%20Y3%20and%204%20Recommended%20Reading%20List.pdf
https://cdn.schoolimprovementliverpool.co.uk/userfiles/files/free%20primary%20resources/SIL%20Y3%20and%204%20Recommended%20Reading%20List.pdf

