
 

 

       Year 1 Reading Spine - Kensington Community Primary School 

 
 

Quality Read 
aloud texts 

 Autumn 1   Autumn 2   Spring 1   Spring 2   Summer 1   Summer 2  

 
Read to Write 

 
 
 

Major Glad, Major Dizzy

 

 Rapunzel 

 

 Hermelin 

 

 Where The Wild Things 
Are 

 

 The Secret of Black Rock

 

 The Last Wolf 

 
Similar themes History - communication  Science - materials  History - communication, 

investigating 
 History - explorers  

P4C - kindness 

P4C - Anti-Bullying week 

 PSHE - safety 

Wider reading linked to 
Read to Write book 

themes 

 

Fiction: 

Lost and Found - Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
Dogger - Shirley Hughes 
 
 

 

Fiction: 

Traditional tales 
 
Room on the Broom - Julia 
Donaldson 
 
Other traditional tales 
 
 
 

 

Fiction: 

Detective story 
 
Stickman - Julia Donaldson 
 
The Way Back Home - Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
The Lion Inside - Rachel Bright 
 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea - 
Judith Kerr 

  

Fiction: 

Fantasy, wild animals, 
jungles, seas and 
oceans. 
 
We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt - Michael Rosen 
 
Tyrannosaurus Drip - 
Julia Donaldson 
 
Range of  
 

 

Fiction: 

Return story, adventure, 
oceans and seas.  

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt – Michael Rosen 

Where The Wild Things Are 
– Morris Sendak 

Under the Sea – Anna 
Milbourne 

The Coral Kingdom – Laura 
Knowles 

 

Fiction: 

Alternative traditional tales 
 
Little Red Riding Hood (in 
Revolting Rhymes) – Roald 
Dahl  
 
Little Red – Bethan Woolvin 
 
 

 



 

 

Non-Fiction: 

The History of Toys - 
Deborah Jaffe 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Everyday materials - 
ways into science 

 

Non-Fiction: 
 

A History of Pictures - David 
Hockney & Martin Gayford 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Animals and us - 
Oxford Owl 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Under the Sea - Fiona 
Patchett 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Walk with a Wolf - Janni 
Howker 

Poetry: 

For the Fallen by 
Laurence Binyon 

 

Poetry: 

Here come the fairytales 
by Brenda Williams 

 

Poetry: 

I love myself. Let me tell you 
why by Lorna Gutierrez 

 
Poetry: 
I want to be an 
explorer by Brenda 
Williams 

 

 

Poetry: 
A night-time adventure 
by Brenda Williams 

 

Poetry: 
Here come the fairytales 
by Brenda Williams 

Author focus Shirley Hughes/Jant & Allan Ahlberg 
-Family structure 
 
 
Lucy and Tom 
Alfie 
 

 Julia Donaldson 
- Poetry & rhyming 
- moral messages (symbolic) 
 
The Stickman 
The Snail and the Whale 

 

 Oliver Jeffers 
-Return story 
 
 
The way back home 
Lost and Found  

 
 
 
 
 

 

RM5 extracts 

  

Show cross 
curricular/topic/ 

theme links  
 

The Washing Up Liquid 
Ignited (poetry)  

 Pinocchio - Traditional tale 
 

Jack and the Beanstalk - 
traditional tale 

 
 
 
 

 Shifty Mc Gifty and Slippery 
Sam - The Aliens are Coming! 
(English - detective narrative) 
 
Animal Group - Amphibians 
(Science) 
 
Amelia Earhart bio (History) 
 
The Story of Chinese New Year  
 
One Giant Leap - Neil 
Armstrong (History)  
 

 Leon and the Place 
Between  (link to read 
to write text- 
adventure) 
 
Tigers (Science) 
 
 Mae Jemison (Link to 
History topic of Neil 
Armstrong).  
 

The Storm Whale (link 
to read to write (‘The 

 Great Fire of London - 
poetry (History) 
 
The Most Exciting Eid (RE) 
 
Falling Apples - newspaper 
report (History) 
 
 
 
 

 Cheeky Sparrow - RSPB 
(Science - animals groups) 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lorna-Gutierrez/e/B00CVUD5Z4/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1


 

 

As much use as a Chocolate 
Fireguard - Poetry (Science) 

secret of black rock’- 
same author). 

 

 
Diversity books  

links 
 

Seeds of Change - Black 
History Month 

 Handa’s Surprise   Elmer - Science   The Mega Magic Hair 
Swap - RSE 

 My shadow is pink - Scott 
Stuart 

 We’re different, We’re the 
same by Bobbi Kates 

Reading for Pleasure – 
Recommended Texts 

  

 

Giraffes Can’t Dance - Giles 
Andeae 

 Nibbles the Book Monster - 
Emily Yarlett 
 
Ruby’s Worry - Tom Percival  
 
Goldilocks and Just the One 
Bear - Leigh Hodkinson 

 
 

Traction Man - Mini Grey 
 
Out of Wonder - Kwame 
Alexander 

 Footpath Flowers - 
JonArno Lawson 
 
The Curious Case of the 
Missing Mammoth - 
Ellie Hattie & Karl James 
Mountford 

 Claude in the City - Alex T 
Smith 
 
 

 The true story of Little Red 
Riding Hood by Agnese 
Baruzzi 

 

 

 

 

  


