
 

 

Nursery Reading Spine - Kensington Community Primary School 
 

Quality Read 
aloud texts 

 Autumn 1   Autumn 2   Spring 1   Spring 2   Summer 1   Summer 2  

 
 

Super Duper You 

 
Marvellous Me: Inside and 

Out 

 
Goldilocks and Three bears  

 
The Three little Pigs 

 
 

 Owl Babies 

 
The Gruffalo 

 
Going on a Bear Hunt 

Whatever Next 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Superheroes Don’t get 
Scared 

 
Super Daisy 

 
The Colour Monster 

 
A Superhero Like you 

 Jack and the Beanstalk 

 
The Smartest Giant in Town 

 
Dora’s Eggs 

 
The Good Egg 

 When will it be Spring? 

 
Dear Zoo 

 
Superworm 

 
What the Ladybird Heard 

  Tiddler 

 
The Rainbow Fish 

 
Grandad’s Island 

 
At the Beach 



 

 

Little Red  

 
Shine 

 
Room on the Broom 

 
 

Look Up 

 
Binny’s Diwali 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stickman 

 

 
 
 
 

Twas the Night Before 
Christmas 

 

 

Twas the Night 

Before Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Great Race 

 
 

 
We’re going on an Egg 

Hunt 

 
 

 
The Hungry Caterpillar 

 
The Tiger who came to Tea 

 
Monkey Puzzle 

 
 

 
Pirates love Underpants 

 
The Treasure of Pirate 

Frank 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Similar Themes: All about me 
Traditional Tales 

Magic and Wizards 
 

 Autumn 
Space 

Celebrations 
 

 Winter 
Superheroes  

People Who Help Us 
Lunar New Year 

 

 Spring 
Giants 
Easter 

 

 Spring 
Growing 
Animals 

 Summer 
Under the sea   

Pirates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wider reading 
linked to themes 

explored 
 

Fiction: 
 
Once There Were 
Giants by Martin 
Waddell 

All Kinds of People by 
Emma Damo 

Funnybones by Allan 
Ahlberg and Janet 
Ahlberg 
 
Non-Fiction: 
Me and My Amazing 
Body by Joan Sweeney 
and Annette Cable 
 
Your Body by 
Stephanie Turnbull 
Germs are Not for 
Sharing by Elizabeth 
Verdick 
 
 
 

 Fiction: 
 
Bob and the MoonTree 
Mystery by Simon 
Bartram 
 
Aliens Love 
Underpants! by Claire 
Freedman 
 
Aliens in Underpants 
Save the World by 
Claire Freedman 
 
Non-Fiction: 
 
Why Do Leaves 
Change Colour? by 
Rachel Griffiths 
 
Look Inside Space by 
Rob Lloyd Jones 
 
Celebrate With Me: 

Diwali by Madeline 

Tyler 

 

 Fiction: 
 
The Mitten by Jan Brett  
 
The Boy and the Bear 
by Tracey Corderoy and 
Sara Massini 
 
Supertato by Sue 
Hendra 
 
 
Non-Fiction:  
 
What Can You See in 
Winter? by Sian Smith 
 
Busy People: Teacher; 
Vet; Doctor; Firefighter 
by Lucy M. George 
 
Chinese New Year by 
Savior Pirotta 
 
 

 
 

 Fiction: 
 
The Princess and the 
Giant by Caryl Hart 
 
The Heart of a Giant 
by Hollie Hughes 
 
The Golden Egg by 
A.J. Wood and Maggie 
Kneen 
 
Non-Fiction: 
Easter (Sparklers - 
Celebrations) by Katie 
Dicker 
 
Easter (Holidays and 
Festivals) by Nancy 
Dickmann  
 
Easter (We Love 
Festivals) by Saviour 
Pirotta 

 
 

 Fiction: 
 
A Seed in Need by Sam 
Godwin  
 
Ben Plants a Butterfly 
Garden by Kate Perry 
 
What the Ladybird 
heard on holiday? 
 
 
Non-Fiction: 
Let’s Look at Spring by 
Sarah L. Schuette 

 
Animal Helpers: Zoo by 
Jennifer Keats Curtis 
 
My First Book About 
How Things Grow by 
Felicity Brooks How a 
Seed Grows by Helen J. 
Jordan 
 
 

 Fiction: 
 
The Fish who could 
Wish by John Bush 
 
The Singing Mermaid 
by Julia Donaldson 
 
Mister Seahorse by 
Eric Carle 

 
 
Non-Fiction: 
A First Book of the Sea 
by Nicola Davies and 
Emily Sutton 
 
Coral Reef by Roger 
Priddy 
 
At the Seaside by JP 
Perry 

 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/celebrate-with-me-diwali/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/celebrate-with-me-diwali/


 

 

 
 
  
 

Poetry:  
 

I’m a little Teapot 
Tommy Thumb 

Incy Wincy Spider 
Wind the Bobbin up 
Heads, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes 

Hickory Dickory Dock 
 
 

Poetry:  
 
Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star 

5 Little Monkeys jumping on 
the bed 

I had  a Little Turtle 
Little Snow Flake 

Jingle Bells 
 

 Poetry:  
 

Miss Polly had a dolly 
Humpty Dumpty 

This Little Piggy went to 
Market 

If you’re happy and you 
know it  

Sleeping Bunnies 
 
 
 

Poetry:  
 

Pat-a-cake 
Two Little Dickie Birds 

Hot Cross Buns 
Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Little Bo-Peep 
 
 
 

 Poetry:  
 

Old Mac Donald had a 
Farm  

Round and Round the 
garden 

1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a 
fish alive 

5 Little Ducks 
Down in the Jungle 

 
 
 

Poetry:  
 

Pussy cat, Pussycat 
Row, Row, Row your boat 

The Wheels on the Bus 
Ring a Ring o’ Roses 

Hokey Cokey 
 
 
 

 
 

Author focus  

Rochelle Humes 
 

● diverse characters 
● topics explore changes and new 

experiences, relating to themes 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  Julian Donaldson 
 

● stories encourage love of reading and 
storytelling 

● accessible to children from all 
backgrounds and abilities 

● rhyme and repetition develop phonological 
awareness  

 
 

 

 Claire Freedman 
 

● humorous  
● rhyming books 
● inspiring and engaging stories 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Diversity books  

I Love Me! by Marvyn 

Harrison & Diane Ewen 

 Eyes that Speak to the 

Stars by Joanna Ho & 

 Nabil Steals a Penguin by 

Nishani Reed & Junissa 

 Busy Spring: Nature 
Wakes Up by Alex 

 Pablo at the Zoo by Pablo 

 

 Barry The Fish with 
Fingers by Sue Hendra 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/i-love-me/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/eyes-that-speak-to-the-stars/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/eyes-that-speak-to-the-stars/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/nabil-steals-a-penguin/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/pablo-at-the-zoo/


 

 

Links 
 

 
All Are Welcome by 

Alexandra Penfold & 

Suzanne Kaufman 

 
The Same But Different by 
Molly Potter & Sarah 
Jennings 
 

Dung Ho 

 
Astro Girl by Ken 

Wilson-Max 

 

The Best Diwali Ever by 

Sonali Shah& Chaaya 

Prabhat 

 
Where Björn Belongs by 

Samuel Langley-Swain 

& Mirna Imamovic 

 

 

 
 

Bianda 

 
Real Superheroes by Julia 
Seal 

Morss and Sean Taylor 
 
Catch That Chicken by 
Atinuke 

 
Rabbits Don’t Lay eggs  
by Paula Metcalfe and 
Cally Johnson-Isaacs 

Handa’s Surprise by 
Eileen Brown 
 
The Tiger and the Wise 
Man by Andrew Fusek 
Peters 

 
Molly Rogers Pirate Girl 
by Cornelia Funke 

 
Pirate Mums by Jodie 
Lancet Grant 

Reading for 
Pleasure – 

Recommended 
Texts  

 
 

      

  
 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/all-are-welcome/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-same-but-different/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/astro-girl/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-best-diwali-ever/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/where-bjorn-belongs/


 

 

 

  


